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Aspire North REALTORS® 2025 Traverse City 
Candidate Questionnaire 

Full name: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Office running for: _________________________________________________________________ 
Current position/occupation: ______________________________________________________ 
List previous campaigns, elected office(s), boards, commissions, etc.: 

Why are you running for office? 

Briefly describe your campaign strategy 

Why do you think you will win? 

How many votes do you need to win? ______________________________________________ 

Are REALTORS® actively helping with your campaign? 

Traverse City goes through an annual budgeting process. What do you think budget 
priorities should be?  
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The shortage of housing inventory is a big topic among our Aspire North 
membership and the community at large across our area. Does local government 
have a role to play in this realm? If so, what do you think a local government can 
reasonably do to address housing supply concerns?  
 
 
 
 
Land use continues to be a highly debated issue, including those elements centered 
around planning and zoning. Are there specific policies or zoning restrictions you 
support or oppose?  
 
 
 
 
Should local governments use zoning to prohibit the rental of a residential property 
on a short-term basis?  
 
 
 
 
 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) has been described as a regional taxation tool used by 
the Traverse City Downtown Development Authority (DDA) to fund infrastructure 
repairs and improvements required by intense regional use of our downtown core. 
Do you support renewal of TIF? If not, who would/should ultimately pay for those 
required costs/repairs? 
 
 
 
 
 
How and on what issues would you utilize Aspire North’s input?  
 


	Office running for: Tim Werner
	Current positionoccupation: Mayor of Traverse City
	List previous campaigns elected offices boards commissions etc: City Commissioner, Traverse City
	Are REALTORS actively helping with your campaign: Half plus one
	Text1: Traverse City Planning Commission 2011 to 2015
Traverse City Light & Power 2015 to Present
Farmers Market Advisory Board, Hickory Hills Advisory Board, Joint Rec Authority Board, County Department of Public Works Board, County Brownfield Authority Board, City of Traverse City Green Team, Active Transportation Committee
	Text2: To provide steady and stayed leadership with the focus of getting Traverse City back on track. I plan to work with the City Commissioners and the new City Manager to end the palace intrigue and establish a professional work culture. Build consensus on the City Commission to establish goals and priorities that will guide the City Manager in order to benefit citizens.
	Text3: 
	Text4: Citizens are fed up with City government and want new leadership who will work for the citizens.
	Text5: Not to my knowledge
	Text6: Budget priorities need to align with City Commission goals and objectives. For the last two years the City Commission has not had any goals or objectives. I will work with the new City Commission to build consensus and identify goals and objectives informed by the City's Strategic Plan.
	Text7: Yes, local government has a role to play in expanding housing supply. Traverse City should renew efforts to have housing built on underutilized City owned property. Mission North provided valuable analysis of City owned properties in early 2022.
	Text8: I oppose upzoning Bay St west of Division.
	Text9: Yes, absolutely if zoned residential.
	Text10: I support ending TIF97, it has served its purpose.

What required costs/repairs. Be specific and I can answer. If the DDA actually had a long list of repairs to public infrastructure proposed with TIF97 (and it's extension) they could easily put a dollar figure on what savings the general fund and taxpayers would see. If the citizens see real savings by extending TIF97, they will vote to extend it. Seems pretty simple.
	Text11: Aspire North can help use soft power (public pressure) to get owners of vacant property to develop the property.

Aspire North can work with City Planning/Zoning to provide guidance/coaching to homeowners interested in building ADUs.


