\spire

REALTORS®

Aspire North REALTORS® 2025 Traverse City
Candidate Questionnaire
Full name: Kenneth Mitchell Funk

Traverse City Commission
City of Traverse City Firefighter/Paramedic

Office running for:
Current position/occupation:
List previous campaigns, elected office(s), boards, commissions, etc.:

2023 City Commissioner candidate, twice I've applied for City Commission
appointments that were created by vacancies due to resignations on the Commission.

Why are you running for office?

I'm running again because | feel that my perspectives as a city employee and raising a young family in
Traverse City are not getting the representation that they should when decisions are being made for the
future of our City. | would also say that | am rather focused on value and "Getting what we pay for" in
regard to City services. | feel this needs renewed attention brought to it.

Briefly describe your campaign strategy

Depending on dontations/funding | plan to send out mailers to targeted areas. | will be
purchasing "Door Hanging" campaign information that myself and people helping with
my campaign can distribute throughout the neighboorhoods of Traverse City.

Why do you think you will win?

Name recognition goes a long way in Traverse City and | think my involvement seeking previous
Commission positions will help over new candidates with less exposure. Lessons learned from my 2023
campaign will hopefully benefit me in a positive way as well.

How many votes do you need to win? 1600-1800 should land in the top 3 placers

Are REALTORS® actively helping with your campaign?
| had several realtors sign my petition and many that | know have offered support
physically and financially.

Traverse City goes through an annual budgeting process. What do you think budget
priorities should be?

It's clearly stated in the City Commissions Mission Statement that guiding the preservation and
development of the City's infrastructure, services and planning are its priorities and those are directly in
line with my budget priorities. | want quality roads, updated sewer and water systems and updated city
facilities. How we achieve those priorities without increasing the tax burden to the resident is the
challenge | look forward to working on with experts to solve. Planning the growth, maintenance and
development of the city are what | want to focus on.
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The shortage of housing inventory is a big topic among our Aspire North
membership and the community at large across our area. Does local government
have a role to play in this realm? If so, what do you think a local government can
reasonably do to address housing supply concerns?

Local governments have the ability to increase housing supply by creating opportunities for increased density through
zoning, as we know this has received significant resistance in the City. PILOT's are now available at the local level to
decrease financial constraints on housing development projects that lower unit cost increasing affordability. | believe
the best and often underutilized tool that a local government posesses is the ability to advocate to the state and even
the federal level for legislation that may be needed along with seeking grant funding.

Land use continues to be a highly debated issue, including those elements centered
around planning and zoning. Are there specific policies or zoning restrictions you
support or oppose?

| support ADU's by right.

Should local governments use zoning to prohibit the rental of a residential property
on a short-term basis?

Traverse City has made some efforts to allow for residents to rent or "share" their homesteaded primary
residences for a number of nights with hosted and unhosted stays. | would be interested to see if there
was any desire to review that decision in regard to increasing the number of nights, as this was spoken to
during the original discussion. Ultimately, houses are homes for people. In the past decade technology
has been used to turn homes into investment vehicles, which they wern't intended as, and made home
ownership increasingly more challenging.

Tax Increment Financing (TIF) has been described as a regional taxation tool used by
the Traverse City Downtown Development Authority (DDA) to fund infrastructure
repairs and improvements required by intense regional use of our downtown core.
Do you support renewal of TIF? If not, who would/should ultimately pay for those
required costs/repairs?

I like TIF, | believe it is a great tool that has served Traverse City very well and | supported the 2023 proposal to leave TIF decisions
in the hands of the City Commission. However, the residents of TC decided they wanted a say in TIF matters and | support that
completely going forward. | hope that when the decision is made on the future of TIF 97 that it is allowed to reset, affording the
residents and tax entities to enjoy the increases in funding but restarts the collection of TIF funds, maintaining the TIF tool.

| think very soon were are going to hear a lot of discussion about Traverse City Tourism and how the tax that they collect from visitors
hotel stays, along with the addition of the short term rentals soon, play a bigger picture into supporting the infrastructure and services
in Traverse City.

How and on what issues would you utilize Aspire North's input?

| like to talk to people about pretty much anything. If Aspire North members ever want to
communicate with me about city issues related to real esate, or as City residents matters
that are important to them, | hope they would reach out and they should know that | will
readily do the same. | have never been afraid to ask questions.
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