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Aspire North 2023 Traverse City Candidate 
Questionnaire 
 
Full name: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Office running for: _________________________________________________________________ 
Current position/occupation: ______________________________________________________ 
List previous campaigns, elected office(s), boards, commissions, etc.: 
 

 

Why are you running for office? 
 

 

Briefly describe your campaign strategy  
 

 
Why do you think you will win?  
 

 
How many votes do you need to win?  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Are REALTORS actively helping with your campaign?  
 

 
Traverse City goes through an annual budgeting process. What do you think budget 
priorities should be?  
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The shortage of housing inventory is a big topic among our Aspire North 
membership and the community at large across our area. Does local government 
have a role to play in this realm? If so, what do you think a local government can 
reasonably do to address housing supply concerns?  
 

 

Land use continues to be a highly debated issue, including those elements centered 
around planning and zoning. Are there specific policies or zoning restrictions you 
support or oppose?  
 

 

Should local governments use zoning to prohibit the rental of a residential property 
on a short-term basis?  
 

 

Tax Increment Financing (TIF) has been described as a regional taxation tool used by 
the Traverse City DDA to fund infrastructure repairs and improvements required by 
intense regional use of our downtown core. Do you support renewal of TIF? If not, 
who would/should ultimately pay for those required costs/repairs? 
 

 

How and on what issues would you utilize Aspire North’s input?  
 

 

 


	Office running for: Caroine Kennedy
	Current positionoccupation: Traverse City Commission
	undefined: YMCA membership services; semi-retired
	List previous campaigns elected offices boards commissions etc: City of Gladstone Parks & Rec Commission; staff lead for Village of Elk Rapids Village Council, Planning Commission and Parks & Rec Commission; Networks Northwest Board & Executive Committee; Housing North Board; Northern Homes CDC Board; MML Legislative Economic Development Policy Committee; Trails & Greenways Alliance Board; 2023 City Academy Graduate; Indian Woods Neighborhood Association Organizer.
	Why are you running for office: After 30+ year career in public policy on the state and local levels, I'd like to bring those skills to work for TC residents. I trained local elected officials & dept. heads in FOIA, OMA, Council-Manager Form of Government, Parliamentary Procedure, etc;  have proven track record with local non-profits and understand how govt agencies and tools like Tax Increment Financing work.  
	Briefly describe your campaign strategy: Be among top 3 vote-getters. Research opponents, know critical timelines. Directly reach all voters before AV ballots go out, yard signs, door to door, print, social media, website, forums, activate local networks.
	Why do you think you will win: Best qualified to serve with past experience and the overarching goal of improving quality of life for residents. We have some big challenges and I understand the role of the city commission and what that role can reasonably accomplish and how we can better leverage partnerships.
	How many votes do you need to win: Based on last general election of 8900 votes, to be among top 3, 3000 votes is a target.
	Are REALTORS actively helping with your campaign: A few personally, but not as a group.
	priorities should be: Staff capacity/development; basic infrastructure including stormwater; unfunded liabilities. These are the current priorities of being able to provide for the public health, safety and welfare of residents, which is the charge of city government under the Michigan Constitution.
	reasonably do to address housing supply concerns: Yes, the city could be working more closely with the county landbank, providing dollars along with other municipalities for projects, then leveraging that larger pool of money for additional state and federal resources.  All this should be done with an eye toward the illusive workforce housing because the workforce is our biggest economic challenge and is currently affecting quality of life (For example, Munson just closed certain physical rehab services due to lack of employees. That's a blow to our senior demographic.)
	support or oppose: That's a loaded question. If you're asking about higher density, I can support the concept if it's done right--so like all complex issues, the devil is in the details. I have listened to the concerns of my neighbors. I think a lot of the concerns are centered on mistrust. The residents of the city are very concerned with investors and developers who are interested in money, without the altruistic goal of creating quality neighborhoods. We would all benefit from quality neighborhoods. 
	on a shortterm basis: Anyone who purchased a home in a residentially-zoned neighborhood, did so with the knowledge that their neighbors would be residents. 
	who wouldshould ultimately pay for those required costsrepairs: Yes, I support TIF renewal because I understand how tax increment financing works; TIF provides the city with millions of $$ from our current TIF partners and the DDA has better opportunities to leverage that funding for additional state and federal funds for infrastructure projects. Otherwise, the costs that the partners are currently sharing and the funds that are leveraged, would have to be paid for by the city residents out of our general fund. There would be LESS money for infrastructure and neighborhoods without TIF and a greater burden on property owners. These infrastructure projects need to happen regardless, and the city still approves the DDA budget. 
	How and on what issues would you utilize Aspire Norths input: I am always open to learning from different experts in all fields. It is important for all of us to remember that learning is a never-ending process. We all have something to gain from working together. 


